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DUKE OF YORK 
 SHEPTON BEAUCHAMP, NR ILMINSTER, SOMERSET, TA19 0LW 

FREEHOLD: £597,500                         REF: 4811 

Substantial and deceptively spacious 17th Century village inn which is extremely impressive and is 
presented in excellent condition throughout having been completely renovated and restored. A successful 
and extremely profitable business opportunity. Character Main Bar (35+), Breakfast/Dining Room (20), 
Restaurant (30), 4 High Quality Self Contained Letting En-suite Bedrooms, a Self-Contained Letting 
Apartment, Commercial Catering Kitchen, Skittle Alley, Residents Lounge, Spacious and Superior 3 Double 
Bedroom Owner’s Accommodation, Impressive Terraced and Decked Trade Gardens and Seating Areas
(80), Customer Car Park (30). Excellent opportunity which must be viewed in order to fully appreciate the 
high standards inherent through all aspects of this business and property in the heart of a picturesque 
and sought-after South Somerset village.    
 



 

 

THE PROPERTY 
The Duke of York is an impressive, substantial and 
deceptively spacious grade II listed character village inn. 
This attractive and traditional country village inn has 
been beautifully renovated and restored by our clients 
during their 20 years of ownership. Almost no stone has 
been left unturned in the sympathetic modernisation 
and improvement of this property, which consequently 
benefits from four purpose built Self-Contained En-suite 
Letting Bedrooms, a Self-Contained Letting Apartment 
and impressive Family Sized Owner’s Accommodation. 
This popular and extremely well-regarded inn briefly 
comprises: - Character Main Bar Area (35+), Dining 
Room/Breakfast Room (20), Restaurant (30), 
Conservatory/Residents Lounge (6), Catering Kitchen, 4 
High Quality Self Contained Ensuite Letting Bedrooms, 
Separate Self-Contained Letting Apartment, Skittle Alley,
and a spacious and extremely well presented 3 Double 
Bedroom Owners Accommodation with Sitting Room, 
Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room and a Bathroom. 
Externally, there is a Customer Car Park for around 30 
Vehicles, Customer Seating Areas to the front and an 
Enclosed Patio and Decked Beer Garden to the rear 
providing Alfresco seating for around 80 customers. A 
viewing is highly recommended in order to fully 
appreciate the quality and standards inherent 
throughout all aspects of this beautiful and successful 
character village inn boasting strong levels of trade and 
exceptional profits.  
 

 
SITUATION 
The Duke of York occupies a prominent trading position 
in the heart of Shepton Beauchamp. Shepton 
Beauchamp is a picturesque and popular village which 
has some of the most beautiful ham stone thatched 
cottages and properties in the county. A thriving village 
with a 13th century church, primary school, post office 
and sports clubs, Shepton Beauchamp, is popular with 
families and retirees who enjoy living in this charming 
village with a great community atmosphere and its easy 
accessibility to the A303. The nearby town of Ilminster (4 
miles) offers a wide range of shops and amenities and 

the county town of Taunton and regional towns of Yeovil 
and Honiton are all within a short drive as is the beautiful 
Jurassic coast, situated between East Devon and Dorset. 
The A303 provides a direct link between the West 
Country and London and there is also a mainline rail 
service to London from Crewkerne (6 miles). There are a 
wealth of places of interest, historic interest, gardens and 
other visitor attractions within close proximity of the 
Duke of York including Barrington Court, East Lambrook 
Manor Gardens, Montacute House, Muchelney Abbey, 
Haynes Motor Museum, the Fleet Air Arm Museum, 
Wells Cathedral and Clarks Village at Street.  
  

 
INTERNAL DETAILS 
Main customer entrance doors to the front and the rear 
from the carpark and trade gardens leading to the Main 
Bar Area an extremely attractive character split level 
room, presented to a high standard, with carpeted 
flooring, exposed ceiling timbers, feature fireplace with 
inset woodburning stove, further feature fire place with 
electric fire, wall mounted menu boards, two wall 
mounted colour televisions, range of free standing 
wooden tables,  chairs, stools and upholstered perimeter 
seating for 35 customers plus standing room. Timber 
fronted and topped return Bar Servery fitted with a 
range of back bar fittings, display shelving and optics, 
two double glass fronted bottle fridges, single glass 
fronted bottle fridge and an electric cash register. 
Restaurant an attractive character split level room with 
exposed ceiling timbers, part exposed stone walls, 
mobile carvery unit, carpeted flooring, free standing 
wooden tables and chairs comfortably seating 30 
customers and Customer Servery interconnecting from 
the rear of the main bar servery. Breakfast/Dining 
Room again a continuation in style, theme and ambiance 
with carpeted flooring, exposed timbers, feature stone 
fireplace, wall mounted colour television, darts oche 
area, free standing wooden tables and chairs 
comfortably seating 20 customers. Ladies & Gents 
WC’s. Beer Cellar temperature controlled on the ground 
floor with delivery door to the side. Residents 
Lounge/Conservatory with tiled flooring, doors to rear 



 

 

 

trade garden area and car park with comfy sofas seating 
6 customers. Commercial Catering Kitchen with Altro 
flooring and fully tiled walls and being fitted with a 
comprehensive range of equipment to include:- 6 burner 
electric range, extraction fan, twin deep fat fryer, griddle, 
eye level grill, stainless steel work benches with shelving 
below, stainless steel wall shelving, upright fridge, 
handbasin, stainless steel deep bowl sink unit, 
commercial dishwasher, pizza oven, four microwave 
ovens, four door undercounter commercial fridge unit. 
Freezer Room with part tiled walls, fridge freezer, 
upright fridge, chest freezer, stainless steel deep bowl 
sink unit, ice machine and glass washer. Skittle Alley
being purposefully fitted and equipped. 
  

         
LETTING ACCOMMODATION 
The business offers 4 Well-Appointed and Stylish
Individual En-suite Letting Bedrooms, one of which is 
an executive/bridal suite with four poster bed, jacuzzi 
and separate shower cubicle. The bedrooms are 
completely self-contained and on the ground floor, 
within a high specification purpose-built bedroom block. 
Each of the letting rooms offers remote controlled colour 
televisions, tea and coffee making facilities, hairdryers 
and Wi-Fi. In addition, there is a Self-Contained Studio 
Flat which is used for letting and which briefly comprises: 
- Open Plan Living Room/Bedroom/Kitchen and a 
separate Bathroom.  
 
OWNER’S ACCOMMODATION 
Situated on the first floor is the impressive and well-
appointed owner’s accommodation which provides 
spacious and superior living accommodation which 
briefly comprises: - Large Sitting Room with triple 
aspect windows, Kitchen/Breakfast Room fitted with a 
range of modern base and wall mounted kitchen units, 
complementary work surfaces, built in hob and oven. 
Bedroom 1 a large double room with original cast iron 
fireplace (disused), aspect to the front, built in wardrobes 
and a vanity unit with handbasin. Bedroom 2 a good-
sized double room with aspect to the front and built-in
storage cupboard. Bedroom 3 a good-sized double 
bedroom with aspect to the front, original stone fireplace 

(disused), and part exposed stone walls. Family 
Bathroom with a bath and a separate shower cubicle.      
 

 
EXTERNAL DETAILS 
Seating Area to the front with wooden picnic bench 
seating for around 16+ customers. To the rear of the 
property is a large, gravelled Customer Car Park with 
space for around 30 vehicles. Also, to the rear between 
the car park and the pub is an attractive enclosed 
Terraced Beer Garden being part decked and part 
paved with feature lighting and providing Alfresco 
Seating for around 58+ customers, heated Smoking 
Shelter (10), Boiler Room, Storage Container and bin 
store area.     
 

 
THE BUSINESS 
The Duke of York is an impressive, character country 
village inn and destination public house and restaurant, 
which is presented in excellent order throughout, whilst 
retaining many period features, charm and character. 
The property has been owned by our clients for 20 years, 
during which time they have refurbished and renovated 
the property to exacting standards including notably the 
addition of 4 high quality letting bedrooms. The business 
occupies a prominent position in the heart of the sought-
after Somerset village of Shepton Beauchamp and the 
Duke of York enjoys a popular local following and boasts 
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a strong year-round regular trade from not only the 
village, but also the surrounding villages and towns, as 
well as an uplift from visitors to the area. The pub is home 
to 5 skittles teams, 4 football teams and is a popular 
regular meeting venue for various local groups and 
societies and the Sunday carvery is particularly popular. 
The Duke of York trades as a quintessential English 
village inn and restaurant offering letting 
accommodation which benefits from its own website 
www.thesheptonduke.uk and has received numerous 
favourable reviews on TripAdvisor and Google. The 
business is for sale due to retirement.    
 

 
TRADING INFORMATION 
Accounts for the year ending 30th April 2019 show sales 
of £242,986 excluding VAT with an impressive, adjusted
net profit in the order of £75,000. Full detailed trading 
information can be made available to interested parties 
following a formal viewing appointment.  
 
CURRENT STAFFING 
The business is run by our clients, a husband and wife 
partnership, with the assistance of a full-time chef and 
up to 9 part time members of staff.  
 
POTENTIAL 
The Duke of York is a well regarded and popular country 
village inn which is very much the focal point of the local 
village community, and which has shown consistent 
growth in trade during our clients 20 years of ownership,
but which still offers further potential for incoming 
operators to develop all aspects of the trade still further.
Undoubtedly, there are opportunities to increase the 
current trading hours, specifically by opening the bar and 
restaurant all day, especially during the summer months 
and to build upon the solid levels of trade already 
established by our clients. There are also opportunities 
to increase the revenue from the letting bedrooms. The 
sale of the Duke of York represents an excellent 
opportunity to purchase a well-established and well-
regarded character inn, in a highly desirable village with 
impressive family size living accommodation with 

excellent levels of trade and exceptional profitability. An 
internal inspection is high recommended in order to fully 
appreciate all that this superior and sought-after
business opportunity has offer.  
 
EPC 
Listed Building and therefore exempt.  
 
RATING 
For up-to-date Business Rates and Council Tax 
information relating to this property, we refer you to The 
Valuation Office website www.voa.gov.uk. 
 
PRICE & TENURE 
£597,500 for the valuable freehold interest as a going 
concern business and full trade inventory.  Wet and dry 
stocks to be additional at valuation.  Vacant possession 
upon completion.  
 
VIEWINGS 
Strictly by appointment with the vendors Sole Selling 
Agents.Tel:(01392)201262.Email:info@stonesmith.co.uk 
You are recommended to contact us before visiting the 
property even for an informal viewing.  We can then 
confirm whether or not it is still available. 
 
FINANCE 
An early discussion about finance can often save time 
and disappointment. If you would like independent 
specialist advice on funding this property or any other 
purchase, we recommend you contact us for a list of our 
approved brokers. 
 
Please note: The fittings, equipment and services listed have not 
been tested by the agents, although we are informed that all items 
are in working order. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


